CHAPTER  XIII
THE  SIEGE  OF  SANAA
IK the early days of January 1911 events took place which, left no room for further doubts as to the actual imminence of an insurrection. There was a sudden recrudescence of the firing by night which had been going on for some time past at intervals, and which is supposed to mean that the Imam is about to make another effort to drive out the Turks. It was rumoured that the Imam himself was advancing from the north at the head of a large army.
On January 8 his advance guard reached Raudha : and that night parties of the Arab sharpshooters occupied the houses in Shaoob and sniped the walls. They were driven out the following day by a strong force sent against them which then bombarded Raudha, but was forced to retire after sustaining some loss.
On January 12 an attempt was made to bring in the mail, which had reached Senam Pasha, but was unable to proceed farther. A considerable force, with artillery and machine guns, advanced from the Hodeidah gate and was soon hotly engaged. The Arabs charged fiercely, but were repulsed with heavy loss by the fire of the Turkish machine guns. The fighting lasted till sundown, when the Ottoman troops beat a retreat, having failed to capture the ridge overlooking the town from the west, which was presumably their object. The Arabs, however, suffered severely in the engagement. Four important chieftains and over a thousand of their followers were reported to have fallen. Great flocks of vultures could be seen circling above the battlefield for many days after. The Turkish casualties were by comparison inconsiderable.
That evening a state of siege was proclaimed in
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